
 
 

Newsletter – May, 2016 
 
I have to say the months are going by faster and faster! It seems like I just finished April’s newsletter and 
here is May’s. I hope you enjoy the reading. 
 
Blair Smith – Editor (b.d.smith@xtra.co.nz if you want to send me comments or content) 
 
 
Nelson Simich, Lovegrove, Kohn and Bell Cups 
 
Last month we were talking about qualifying for these and this weekend it is the finals. The finalists are: 
 
Nelson and Simich Cup – Gary Shakespeare v Michael Bavin (note this is the first match for both of them). 
 
Lovegrove Shield – Steve Prime v Mike Turner 
 
Kohn Cup – Toshio Terakado v Paul Peckston 
 
Bell Cup – Alan Dernie v Dennis Green 
 
Good luck to you all in the finals this Saturday afternoon (7th May). 
 
Juniors (article and photos provided by Jock) 
 
Junior golf at Manukau is going from strength to strength. 
 
This year we have formed a development squad. This group of Juniors are group coached once a week by 
Andre.  
 
Also Carmen Lim continues to give us immense pride that she is one of our Juniors. Among other 
achievements, Carmen at 12 years old recently achieved a creditable 12th place in the NZ Womens 
Strokeplay in Christchurch. Carmen has a handicap of 0.7 and is destined to be a great player.  
 
Juniors enjoy two coaching/practice sessions a week and for those with golf handicaps (and deemed 
competent re etiquette, speed of play etc) competitions on Sunday mornings. 
 
2016 competition results: 
 
Family Pairs:   Baxter McGillivray (Jnr)/Brian Tricker (Grandfather) 
Father & Son Cup: Jay Shadlock (Jnr)/Nick Shadlock (Father) 
Oakley Heath (stfd) Baxter Mcgillivray (1st) James Considine (runner up) 
Masonic Cup (net) Ronan Fallon (1st) James Considine (runner up) 
Heatley Seymour (par) John Misa Jnr (1st) James Considine (runner up) 
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(It looks imminent that James will get his name on a trophy this year don’t you think?)  
 
On Monday 18th April the sun shone in more ways than one. The Holiday Programme Golf Day was a 
tremendous success and enjoyed by all. Thirty of our Juniors attended (aged from 5 to 18years old) 21 
boys, 9 girls.  
Putting , Chipping, Driving Range and Rules were the activities in the morning with an Ambrose team 
competition over nine holes on the Purple course in the afternoon. 
 
Winning team: Don’s Dashers (10 under) with Helen’s Destroyers (9 under) runner up. 
Grateful thanks goes to DonMcFadzean, Andre van Staden, Jerome Hillario, Helen Colenso, Tracie and 
Graham Williams and Margaret Tricker for making this a memorable and fun day. 
 

  
 

  
 
If you ever wonder who the future members are of our great club, look at the kids in these pictures. To 
Don, Jock, Graham, Tracie and many others involved in this program you are doing a brilliant job to secure 
the future of our club well beyond the move to Windross Farm. Thank you all very much. 
 
Volunteers 
 
The volunteers have been making a real contribution out at Windross Farm over recent weeks. Great email 
sent out by Colin Tilley, Men’s Club Captain, got the attention of a group of members who have spent any 
hours helping out our course team. This has seen real improvement at a time that is vital to the successful 
grow in. 
 
Thanks to all those named in recent emails by Colin. If you want to get involved please contact the club 
and they can inform you of when and how. 
 



Constitution 
 
Thanks to all those members who have provided feedback for the Board to consider. A lot of debate was 
had at the Board meeting on April 26th and changes are being made as a result. Those who provided 
feedback will be contacted to advise of the outcome of their feedback shortly. It seems it doesn’t matter 
how many times you read through this a fresh set of eyes provides a new point of view. 
 
The Special General Meeting is to be held at the end of May and a revised constitution will be made 
available via the website shortly. 
 
 
Course Conditions 
 
Certainly the course is looking much better than a couple of months ago. The greens in particular are 
looking great and running very well. 
 
A personal opinion here (that is the right of the editor) is that I find the play the lie rule at present a little 
challenging. There are still many areas on the fairways that don’t have a consistent grass cover and thus 
some of the lies are a little average.  
 
I think that we should be looking at placing on own mown fairways. Any views please feel free to email 
these to me. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
Only a short time after gaining primary accreditation we now have secondary. Great work Devin and the 
team. 
 
Windross Farm Members Visit – Sunday 1st May 
 
I didn’t make it out myself but approximately 90 members participated in the 2 tour groups which is a big 
increase on all past visits and information meetings. Perhaps it is the fact that members could drive out 
and park at Windross Farm or perhaps it is that in 4 months’ time we will be there! Either way it is great to 
see an increase in interest. 
 
There were a number of positive comments about the course and clubhouse. But there was a lot of 
concern about will we be ready. The answer is we are doing everything we can to ensure this. The 
clubhouse roof is nearly finished and then the internal fitout takes over. The program has 10-12 weeks to 
run so there is a bit of safety in the program.  
 
The course is all sown although the front entrance moats and gates are still to go in and the practice 
fairway has just been sown and the grass tee was sown a few weeks ago. The range buildings are yet to 
be constructed but we hope that these will also be complete in time for our arrival. 
 
So yes there is still a lot to do. But doesn’t it look great so far! I for one can’t wait to tee it up at Windross 
Farm in September. 
 
  



Pennants Page 
 
MENS 
 
Presidents 
 
Although they lost their last round robin match 2.5 to 5.5 to Howick the team finished third and qualified 
for the play offs. On Sunday 8th May they will play Titirangi at the Grange (or is that Royal Auckland 
Number 2 these days?) with the winner to play Pukekohe in the final on 15th May at Pakuranga for the right 
to return to Bissett Shield. Good luck and we wait to see the results with much interest. 
 
Captains 
 
Unfortunately the season is over after 2 draws and 4 losses. Having said that they were only 8.5 points 
away from making the play offs. A close group this year. Well done to all involved and thanks for 
representing Manukau. 
 
Inter Club Division 3 
 
With a  win and a loss in the last 2 rounds this team didn’t quite make the play offs either. They finished 
5th and were only 4.5 points from 3rd and 5 points from second. Great effort and once again thanks for 
representing Manukau this year.  
 
LADIES 
 
Betty Faesen Challenge Section A 
 
Unfortunately a loss 8-0 to Titirangi at Titirangi in their last round hurt the standings fgor us. But with 3 
rounds to go and playing the top 2 teams there is a chance. Good luck ladies. 
 
A Grade Pennants 
 
Now in 4th place with 2 rounds to go. Still in with a chance. Play well. 
 
Weekend Women’s 18 Hole Match Play 
 
This team I missed last time. My apologies. 
 
They won 61.5 to 49.5 against Maungakiekie in the last round and now are second only 5 points behind he 
Grange with 1 round to go. All the best for the last round. With every hole counting the 5 point deficit is 
minimal and we hope you can overcome it and win the season.  
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Course Guide 
 
This time it is holes 10-12. Unfortunately I don’t have such stunning photos as last edition. Some of those 
photos have gone around the world, such is the interest in what we as a club are creating. 
 
This month, as holes 10-12 run alongside each other, we have a map of all 3 together. Individual hole 
descriptions and photos follow on the following pages. 
 

  



Hole 10 – Par 4, Back 316m, Club 306m and Forward 289. 
 
This is a wide open par 4 to start the back nine. The prevailing wind is from left to right but the fairway is 
certainly wide! Aim your tee shot up the left at the burn and watch the wind drift it back to the centre. But 
the further you hit the narrower it gets. The burn crosses in front of the green and then goes to the right 
of the green, and not that far away from the right edge given the slope from the green to the burn. This 
green is certainly challenging and the pin placement will make for some challenging approach shots and 
putts. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



Hole 11 – Par 4, Back 334m, Club 323m, Forward 293m.  
 
Number 11 heads back towards the clubhouse as a dogleg left par 4. The fairway again is wide, this time 
with the prevailing wind from the right and the burn to the left. There is a ridge in the fairway about 30 
metres short of the green that will make running shots in challenging. The green is wide but shallow and 
again has some interesting contours. While not long this hole will require accuracy and wont gives up pars 
and birdies easily. 
 

 
 

  



Hole 12, Par 4, Back 431m, Club 374m, Forward 347m. 
 
There is no doubt this will be a replacement for our current 14th hole! This long par 4 offers little to see 
from the tee of what is a wide fairway. The closer you go to the right the shorter the hole will play. But 
there is a mound in the right side of the fairway that is covered with long rough and thus needs to be 
avoided. The second shot will be a long one into a massive green with many contours. If you are on the 
front you may have a 100 foot putt to the back pin! Par will always be a great score on this hole. 
 

 
 
Aim point is the star, well that is if you want to hit the middle of the fairway! 
 

 
 

 
 
Advice – get practicing your long putting as this won’t be the only green that requires it! 


